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Paul Manly campaign lodges complaint against the Canadian Labour

Congress for apparent violation of the Canada Elections Act

September 13, 2021

NANAIMO - An Elections Canada complaint has been filed against the Canadian Labour

Congress by the Campaign to Re-elect Paul Manly. The campaign was alerted midday Monday

to a paid advertisement on Facebook which appears to be in violation of more than one

provision of the Canada Elections Act on the publication of election surveys.

“The advertisement shows results of a supposed poll conducted in the riding of

Nanaimo-Ladysmith, showing the NDP candidate in the lead and encouraging strategic voting,”

said Ilan Goldenblatt, Campaign Manager for Paul Manly. “We have a poll report from a live

interview poll, with a sample size of 500 and a margin of error of +/- 4.4% 19 times out of 20,

from September 3rd to 7th. The poll was commissioned by the Green Party of Canada and

conducted by Oraclepoll Research Ltd, and it tells a very different story.

“Elections Canada has very strict rules in place to ensure that no one can promote misleading

information that could skew election results. What’s more, the Facebook ad and the text

attached to it do not contain any information about methodology, survey data, or margin of error,

which are required under sections 326-327 of the Canada Elections Act.”

“The ad is deceptive about who sponsored it, saying it was authorized by an organization called

Fairness Works. However, when I called Fairness Works’ phone number I reached the

Canadian Labour Congress. The ad also states that it is based on a poll conducted by

Advanced Symbolics on September 5, 2021. Advanced Symbolics’ website mentions an

Artificial Intelligence methodology which they use for market research. It does not appear from

their website that their methodology uses statistical methods that would be recognized as

polling by the average voter.”

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/e-2.01/page-42.html#h-206359
https://advancedsymbolics.com/about-our-ai/
https://advancedsymbolics.com/about-our-ai/


Section 327 of the Act states that “The first person who transmits the results of an election

survey that is not based on recognized statistical methods to the public during an election period

and any person who transmits them within 24 hours after they are first transmitted to the public

must indicate that the survey was not based on recognized statistical methods.”

“It is shocking to have an organization such as the Canadian Labour Congress act in such

disregard to the Canada Elections Act, in a clear attempt to mislead voters in

Nanaimo-Ladysmith. This is especially alarming considering it is happening during advance

polling,” added Goldenblatt.

The Paul Manly Campaign is seeking legal advice and expects its lawyer will be issuing a cease

and desist letter to the Canadian Labour Congress tomorrow.
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